
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

GAM President Participates in Roundtable Discussion with U.S. Department of Commerce Manufacturing Council’s 
Subcommittee 
Leaders in manufacturing discuss key challenges manufacturers are facing with innovation and R&D.  

Mount Prospect, IL – July 15, 2015 – Craig Van den Avont, President of GAM was invited by IMEC (Illinois Manufacturing 
Excellence Center) to participate in a roundtable discussion with the U.S. Department of Commerce Manufacturing Council’s 
Sub-Committee on Innovation and Research and Development.  Hosted on May 28, 2015, this roundtable discussion brought 
together manufacturing leaders to highlight innovation in the American supply chain ecosystem and devise strategies for small 
manufacturers to identify and invest in innovation. 

The meeting took place at the newly opened Digital Manufacturing and Design Innovation Institute (DMDII) in Chicago, IL.  The 
DMDII facility was established to provide R&D assistance, innovative technology, and collaborative expertise to small 
manufacturers in the U.S.  

Attendees of this roundtable discussed key points of the March 2015 Supply Chain Innovation Report, including challenges and 
benefits of innovating in the supply chain, relationships between small and large manufacturers, and initiatives to help small 
manufacturers increase research and development to improve the supply chain. Recommendations from these manufacturing 
leaders will be discussed further. 

This meeting follows an initiative released by President Obama on March 18, 2015, focused on building public-private 
partnerships to strengthen the small U.S. manufacturers that anchor the nation’s supply chains by providing access to 
potentially transformative technologies that will close the manufacturing gap in the United States. 

“I would like to thank all of the attendees for providing their insights and recommendations for the future of manufacturing in the 
United States,” said Craig Van den Avont, President of GAM. “It was an honor to join other experts in laying a framework for 
innovation among manufacturers now and in the future.” 
 

##   

About GAM  
GAM is your complete source for Gear Reducers, Servo Couplings, Linear Mounting Kits, and other innovative products used in 
automation technology. With one of the largest product offerings in the motion control industry as well as the engineering 
expertise and capabilities to develop customized solutions, GAM can help with your application.  Being flexible to meet the 
needs of customer requests and great service are what set them apart from the rest.  For more information visit: 
http://www.gamweb.com.  GAM is also on Twitter http://twitter.com/#!/GAM_Gear and Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/GAMGear. 
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